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It is almost needless to point out that the aspect of,
or mental attitude towards, death must vary much with
the age, sex, temporary or permanent occupation (or
want of occupation), past experiences, future prospects,
education, moral and religious surroundings, personal
principles and religious beliefs, aspirations, ambition,
personal, hereditary or racial temperament, and the
temporary state of health and enjoyment in life. It
must, to some extent, vary from time to time according
to the condition of the mind and body and the changing
moods of the individual. Moreover, supposed proximity
is likely often to modify as well as to intensify the
aspect in which the idea of death presents itself.

My own interest in memento mori medals dates from
about 1892, when I contributed a short note to the
Numismatic Chronicle (Third Series, Vol. XII. p. 253) on
a curious seventeenth-century rnedalet in rny collection,
bearing the inscription, " As soone as wee to bee begunne,
We did beginne to be undone," an old English version
of Manilius' line," Nascentes morimur, finisque ab origine
pendet." About that time I likewise acquired fine
specimens of an Italian memento mori medal by Giovanni
Boldu, dated 1466, and of the large medal of Erasmus of
Rotterdam (1519), with his favourite "terminus" design
on the reverse.